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(CHAPTER L

A Lieutenant of Frontler Cavalry.

During four months of the year the Inde-
pendent state of “Maasau,” we will call 1t—
which s no! very notlceable even on the
largest-siz=1 map of Europe—is tormented
b}'.a dry and wearving northeast wind.
And nowhere = Its influence more unpleas-
antly falt than In the capltal, Revonde,
which stands shoulder-on to the hustling
gales, its stately frontages and noble quays
s'retching out westward along the shores
of the Kofn almos. to where the yellow
waters of the river spread fanwise into a
Eray-greon sSed. -

The tsa was blowing strongly on a cer-
taln November afternoon, eddying and
whiatling about the wide spaces of the
Grand Squars, as John Rallywood, a tall
figure in a military cicak, turned tha corner
of o alde atreet and met fta full biast. He
faced 1t for some yards along the ~mpty
pavements, then ran up the steps of hils
ciub. A few minutea later he passed
through a lofiy corridor and entered a door
over which !s set a qualnt invitatlon to
smokers, which may not be written down
hera, for It Is the jealously guarded copy-
right of the club.

It chanesd that the roon for the moment

had but one occupant, who sat In a roomy
armchalr by the white atove. This gentle-
man Jdid not ralse his head, but continued
to gaze wghtfully at his well-shaped
though square and comfortable boota,

jus
Rallywool paused almost imperceptibly In
hia stride

“Hullo, major! Glad to see you,” he gald,
as he dropped into an arm®halr opposite.

Major Counsellor stood up with his back
ta the stove, thereby giving a view of a red,
challeng face, heavy eyebrows and a
huge walte droop of muatache. He looked
down a nsideringly before he
spoke I Imagined they
kopt yon sely on the frontler.
The worl ng you?"

Hywaoad laughs
it would do me gond to kick the
wered, as he helped himself

wiorlhd,” he

from tha 3 s clgar case. “Flve vears,
almaost six, apent on the frontler, with
nothi to show for It, Isn't good enough.
Yva come up to send in my papers.”

“Then vou'll be a fool.” returned the ma- |

Jor with decizion.,

Rallywoad was bhusy lghting hla elgar;
when that was arranged to his satlsfaction
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the court of Maasau, an able man whose
repiutation rested mainly on the successful
rerformance of missions of a delicate na-
ture, added to the tension of the moment.

S0 you say they are getting steam up in
Maasau?" sald Rallywood again. *1 have
been out in the wilds for the last six
months, and don't know so much about
events aa 1 might."

“Steam up?” growled Coursellor. “Steam
enough to wreck Burope! I almost wish I'd
never godfathered you Into this blessed lit-
tle stoke hole. Why the deuce didn't you
enlist at home instend of coming here?”

"'I‘ha,.t was out of the questlon,
course.""

“Why? TIsn't our army good enough for
you to fight n?"

“If it was only that!—I could fight In the
ranks, God knows, but I eouldn't parade In
t:._:.»m Besides, the life here sulted me—
then.

“What's gone wrong with It now? I
should have thought you would have got
used to It by this time,” observed Coun-
sellor with the alr of the older man. It
was not the first occaslon on which he had
played the part of elderly reiative toward
Rallywood during the course af their queer,
rough-grained friendship—a friendship of a
type which exlsts only between man and
man, and even then is sufficiently rare.

“Precizely, I'm too infernally used to it!
It was not half bad as long s the new-
ness lasted, but T can't stand It any longer!
F'm sick of the monotony. Do you know
old Fitzadams' ecriticlsm on the service
here? “Dust and drill, drill and dust, and
fill fn the chinks with homicldal maneuv-
ers.

“Maasau only apes fts betters. These
continental armies devote themselves very
assiduously to rehearsals, and there is no
end of waste about the process.” remarked
the chancellor. “They rehearse In summer
and get sunstroke: then they rehearse in
winter with rheumatlsms and lung trou-
bles growing on every bush. The bill for
blank ecartridges alone Is enormous! And
all because they have no Indla and no Af-
rica. as we have, where we can give our
fellows a taste of the real thing any day
in the week. We earry on a small war with
a regiment, or dispatch a voungster with
half a company to teach manners and hon-
esty to Z0.00W) nlggers. The peculiarity of
our army 1= that it is always at war. In
this way we eacape the dangers of theory,
and get practiece with something for our
money into the bargain.'

“Our pian has Its advantages” agreed
Rallywood. lazily. *I saw In South Africa
what a little active service does for a man.
The first time he i= under fire he 1s per-
suaded that he i{s going to be killed, and
Hut after a
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When Maj. Counsellor expressed his em-
phatic disapproval of the intended resigna-
tlon of Hallywood a new development was
In ths air. Hitherto tre lead had mostly
devolved upon Selpdorf: on this ocesstion
he was known to be harging buck, and the
question «f who would take the Initintive
was the question of the day. The fact that
Germany had lately aceredited a8 new Fep-
resceniative, & certwin Barom von Elmur, to

odids are in his favor and he becomes a
much more effective fighting machine.”
“Necessarlly he does. We don't half re-
alize the value of our colonles yet—as a
tralning ground for our soldiers. The Brit-
fsh army Is the smallest in Eurape, but it
remains to ba seen what account It will
Eive of itself If 1t Is ever brought Inta con-

tact with these huge, peace-trained con-
=oript monsters.™
“When the duke diea—"' hegun Rally-

wood, harking back to the former tapic of
ersation.
door was softly openad, and a waiter

into the room, bearing a letter
for R rwood, who took it and laid it down

on the table heside
Counsellor for :
guestion.
©Ts,
“Who can tell”™ he replied. “Meanwhila
take the gifts the gods bave sent you to-
d and he pointed to the long, heavily-
I envelope that lay at Hallywaood's el-
pdorf, 1 see, already has his fin-
m you."”
el Diroke

him, then looked at

1 answer to his half-spoken
Counselior shrugged his should-

the great seals, and,
having read, he tossed the paper into the
other's hands,
“He wizh to sees me at H:30).
he want with me?' he askod.
“Probably he has heard you Intend to cut

What can

the service, It appears to me, Rallvwood,
| that your chance has come out (o mest
you'

.
the wind. |

in- |

“How could he have heard that [ meant
to g0? And what can it matter to ANy onle
it I do?" went on Rallywood inereduloualy.

Counsellor shook his head, but made no
other reply.

“A lisutenant of the frontier eavalry,” re-
sumed Hallywood, *ls merely a superior
make of excise officer!”

“You will be something more or some-
thing else beiare 10, I expect. As for whnt
he wants with you, that is for You to tind
out—if you can.”

“It s to be hoped he may feel moved to
let me have my arrears of pay,’” said Rally-
wood. relapsing into h!s usual tone of in-
difference; ““that is the chief constderation
with us on the frontier just now.”

“He probably will if It suits him—or rather
perhaps if you sult him. Come over and
dine with me presently at the Continental,
There's generally a decent dinner to be had
therea™

John Rallywood, one of the old Lineoln-
shire Rallywocds, had been born to a for-
tune, and moreover with an immense ca-
pacity for enjoying It after a wholesome
fashion. Queens Faln had fallen in to him
while still an Infant upon the death of a
mncle, and with the old place were
connected ull those hundred untranslatable
tles and ass=ociations which go to make up
a boyv's dream He was a man uf sup-
pressed,perhaps half unconselous, but never-
theless  deep-rooted  enthusiasms: hence
when the blow fell which deprived him
not only of his inherftance, but also eut
short the life of his mother, the unexpect-
almost Intolerable anguish he silently
endured had left a deep defacing scar upon

Up to twenty-two the record of his life,
if not striking, had been clean and manly.
He had passed through  Sandhurst, and
joined a dragoon reglment for something
over ‘a vear, when an older branch of the
family, supposed for a quarter of a cen-
tury to be extinet, suddenly presented it-
self very much alive in the person of a
midile-aged, middle-class American. With-
in three m 12 the man's claim was sub-
stantinted, : estate, fortune, position and
home—a= far as John Rallywowl was con-
cerned—had melted Into thin air,

During this period of disruption and trou-
Counsellor, who happensd to be dis-
tant?y connected with him, came Into his
life. They did not meet wvery often and
spoke little  when together, but mutual
knowledge and lHking resulted. Friendship

ble

I= a living thing; It cannot be made: it
ETOWS.
Rallyweoaod, when he turned to seek the

means of a livelihood, found himself, as he
sadd long afterward, standing in the cor-
ridor of Hfe with all the doors shut and no
key to onen them.

His tastes and training allke led in the
direction of a mllitary career, and present-
I¥ he want sut to the Cape, where he spent
i Year or two in a police force, which was
in time disbanded, and he returned to Eng-
land once more at a loose end.

At this juncture Maj. Counsellor suggest-
=1 to him the possibility of obtalning a
commission in the lftle army of the duchy
of Maasau. This hint set him on the right

track. The regimente of Maasau, though
few In number, carried splendid traditions.
Their ranks were drawn from a stolid,
silent peasantry, and officered by a wire-

strung, high-temperad aristocracy, born of
v mixed race, it is true, but none the less
frantically devoted to the freedom and in-
dependence of thelr shred of a fatherland.

In compliance with a priavie request on
the part of Major Counsellor, the British
minister at Revonde hestirred himself to
procure a commission for Rallywood, who
thus became a lleutenant in the frontier
cavalry. and for more than five years had
taken his share in riding and keeping the
marches of Maasau, galning much expe-
rience in capturing smugglers and in super-
intending the digging out of snowed-up
trains. But life on the frontler, though
crammed with physical activity and routine
work, was In every other respect monoto-
nously empty, and breaks in the shape of
furlough were few and far between. Half
liked, wholly respected and a little feared
among his comrades, but always remaln-
ng a licutenant to whom the state owed
cighteen months' arreara of pay, Rally-
wood In return owed to Maasau only the
qualified service of an unpald man, but
gave it the full devotlon of a capable
officer.

As to Counsellor, no one could quite ac-
count for his presence at Revonde at the
present moment. He was supposed to be
attached In some indefinite way to the le-

/, -

gatlon, but he described himself as a bird
of passage, whose appearance in any Euro-
pean capital simply meant whim or pleas-
ure, for he was growing old and lazy, and
could not be brought to account for his
wanderings, which, he assured those who
ventured to Inquire, were chiefly under-
taken In search of health. Nevertheless,
wherever he went or came something in-
teresting in a political sense—and more
often than not In favor of British inter-
ests—wag almos=t sure to happen.

In former days he had filled the position
of military attache to two or three of the
more important embassies, and was sald to
be the best known man in Europe. He had,
moreover, the right to ecarry upon his
breast the rihbon and deeoration of more
than one exclusive and distinguished order.
Of the many rumors associated with him
this saying was certainly true, that one
could never enter the smoking room of any
diplomatie club In any city In Europe with-
out standing a fair chance of encountering

Major Counsellor warming himsslf beslde
the stove.

Therefore he had naturally an enormous
circle of acquaintances, each individual
knowing very little about him, though he
always formed an Interesting subject of
conversation, and a political opinion backed
by his name became at once important.,

CHAPTER II.
“A Gentleman of the Guard.”

Shortly before 9:30 Rallywood presented
himself at the granite palace, with its four
cupolas, which M. Selpdorf occupled In his
capaclty of first minister of state. After
some slight delay he was ushered into a
comfortable study, where he found Selpdorf
with a reading lamp at his elbow glancing
rapldly through a mass of papers that he
threw one after another with apparent
carelessness on the floor heside him.

The chancellor of a small state might
very well have been pardoned had he Intro-
duced a certaln amount of what an old offi-
ctal used to call “desk dignlty" Into his
dealings with those who approached him,
but Selpdorf habltually affected an easy
manner and an easy chair. He was a miid-
dle-sized man, possessed of a very round
head, bald at the erown, but having still a
lock of dark hair on the summit of his round
forehead; very round eyes set far back in
smooth holes showing little lid; a nose blun:

and thick over lips that might have been

THEN ALLOW ME TO PRESENT

nights, w there are many attempts to
run illeit the frontler, I shall
have, perhap, a More or so more,”

“And you are not tired of it?’ M. Belp-
dorf ralsed his hapds.

““So tired, your excellency, that I am
half inclined to let a better man step into
my shoes.” . I

“But come, come, that is impossible!’ re-
turned his excellghcy agreeably. ““Are you

}also tired of our capital, of Revonde?"’

“I have had wery little opportunity of
growing tired of Revonde. I

of 1t.”
}mﬂ prefer Revonde, believe

“But you
me."

At this nment an attendant appeared
with a card upon a salver. Selpdorf read
the name with the faintest contraction of
his brows. =

“You will excusg me, M. Rallywood,” he
said; “T must askl/you to wait in the ante-
room for a few minutes.”

The ante-room was a long, plllared cor-
ridor, in which Rallywood found himself
quite alone. He fell at once into specula-
tions as to the meaning and aim of Selp-
dorf's late awakened interest in himself.
Also the allusions to Counsellor had prob-
ably been made with caleulated intention.

Rallywood understond that each of these
two men had the same end in view; each
desired to dissemble hiz own character.
And each of them succeeded with the
many, but failed as between themselves.
Selpdorf pesed as the suave, sympathetic,
good-natured friend of those with whom he
cams in contact; Counsellor, as a man of
no  account. a rugged soldier, honest,
strong, outspoken, a good agent to act un-
der the diréection of more astute brailns,
but, if left to his own resources, somewhat
blunt and blundering.

To do Rallywood justice, he was far more
occupied with this last thought than with
the things which bore more directly on his
own prospects and future. At this period
his life was comparatively tasteless and
vold of Interest; thers was nothing to look
forward to, and the recent past meant ex-
tremes of heat and cold, long, solitary
rounds ridden by night, and days rendered
so far alike Ly {fron-handed rule and meth-
od that one was driven to mark the lapse
of time by the seasons, not by the ordinary
divisions of weeks and months.

As he lounged In a chatr, full of these
thoughts, a slight rustle, soft and silken,
like the rustle of a woman's dress, caught
his ear, He turned his head quickly. The
corridor, with its slender pillars, which
stond at long intervals, was steeped in the
clear elaetric light, and from where he sat

now nothing
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coarse, but were controlled and betrayed | he could see that there was no person vis-

a lurking humor at the corners, to which
the upstanding mustache seemed to ndd
point. For all his peculiarity of aspect, he
wars A& man who left an impression on the
memory of something pleasing and attrac-
tive, especially in the minds of women.

He received Rallywood with that alr of
deep personal interest wnich told with such
happy effect on those whom he desired to
influence.

“Ah, my dear licutenant, I understood vou
were In Revonde, and took advantage of
your presence io put into effect a little plan
which had been for some time in contem-
plation. I recolleet having had tha pleas-
ure of mecting you not so long ago when
vou arrived in Maasau."

“Nearly gix years ago, your excellency,”
replied Rallvwood wlth a smile.

“I ean scarecely believe {t to ba so long.
At any rate, I remember perfectly that 1
haid the honor of presenting vou to his high-
r.oss as the latest addition to vur frontier
cavalry.'

“Your excellency might easily have for-
gotten. From the nature of the case that
cotuld not be possible with me.”

Selpdorf listened with a little astonish-
ment. This Englishman was not quite such
a fool as one might have expected from the
fact of his having been content to remain
without perferment and only a proportlon
of his pay for over flve years on the fron-
tier. He had hoped to find the fellow
adaptable, but - this long-llmbed, slow-
spoken gentleman was not altogether so
transparent an Individuality as Selpdorf
had led himself to expect.

“But why have you secluded vourself for
80 long mmong those barbarous marshes
and* forests?’ demanded the chancellor in
a rallying manner. The young man made
no reply, though the obvlous one was in
LEis mind.

“By the by,"” resumed the chancellor, as
If struck by a new thought, 1 have heard
that your countryman, Major Counsellor,
has came to pay us a little visit in Maa-
sau.'*

“He s here. I have just séen him,” re-
plied Rallywood.

Selpdorf’'s round eyes glanced once more
at his companton. The simple directness
of the reply was admirable, but baffiing.

“Ah, he ls invaluable, the good mafjor,
quite Invaluable! England may well be
proud of him. He Is one of the ablest men
in Europe, besides”—here he smliled, show-
ing a row of strong, even teeth—‘“besides
belng one of the most honest. For a diplo-
matist—what praise!"’ >

Rallywood met his glance Imperturba-
bly.

“For a diplomatist, your excellency?* he
repeatad.

“‘But assuredly,” replled the chancellor
warmly; “figure to yourself, my friend, the
condition of politles if all statesmen werse
like him—honest! An invaluable man!"

He paused for a ly, but Rallywooq
merely bowed. He felt that so much, at
least, was expected of him on the part of
England.

“But now, monsieur, with re‘r.rd to your
own affair. You have been five years in
the service of his highness. 4 your
command?*

the block

“At present fifty troopers at
houses above l!'.oxn :’orﬂ and along the
river. In the winter, during the long, dark

et ol . e

Ible throughout its entire length.

Then, as hls gaze traveled back, it rested
on something which had certalnly not been
lying where he now saw it at the time
of his entrance,

Not slx pacea behind him, stretched
across the dark carpeting, in the very cen-
ter of the pillared vista, lay a woman's
long glove,

A woman's glove possesses a  peculiar
charm for all men. Perhaps it suggests
some of the sweet mystery of womanhood.
The first action of most young men in
Rallywood's place would have been to
rajse it at once and to examine it, as
though in some impalpable muanner it could
tell something of its unknown wearer, who
might turn out to be the Hathor, the one
woman In the world.

But the circumstances of Rallywood’'s
Iife, and, perhaps, also, some exclusive ele-
ment in his character, had heretofore set
him rather apart from the influence of wo-
men. He had grown to regard them with-
out curiosity, which I8 the last stage in-
difference can reach.

It must be admitied that it was with a
feellng akin to repugnance that he at last
lifted the long, soft, pale-hued, falntly-
scented suede from the floor and dangled
it at an unnecessary distance from his
eyves, holding it as he dld so daintily be-
tween finger and thumb. TIts subtle appeal
to his senses ag a man falled to reach him.
It simply aroused an old feeling of reserve
toward the sex It represented. His face
altered slightly and he dropped 1t sud-
denly with an; odd gepulsion, as he might
have dropped s snake, on a couch near by.

Then he resumed his chair and turned
his back uponit, tili the reflection that the
woman to whem it belonged must have
come and gone: while he sat thinking with
his back to the corpdor sent him wheeling
round agaln. 1 L

The glove still lay where he had placed
it on the edge: of the couch, palm upward
and with a suggestion of helplessness and
pleading. It snnoyed him unreasonably.
He frowned and looked at his watch. Half
an hour had passed since Selpdorf dismissed
him. 5] R

At that moment & guitteral volce broke
the silence of the house and a heavy cur-
tain over the deor &t the nearer end of the
anteroom was® thrust back by a brusque
hand, and a tall, high-shouldered, handsome
man, dressed as if he were about to attend
some court function, stood in the opening.
Behind him Rallywood caught sight of a
fiurried and explanatory lackey.

“Ah, so I have lost my way after all,”
sald thls personage In A& bland volce. “A
mistake! But I hope you will accord me
your forglveness, mademoiselle?”

Rallywood sprang to his feet at this most
unexpected ending and looked around.

Close beside him stood a tall girl wrapped
in a long cloak of fur and amber velvet.
Bhe was singularly beautiful, with a pale,
clear-hued beauty. Her black, long-lashed
eyes were on him and they were full of
laughter.

“Enter, then, baron,” sald the girl, glanc-
Ing across at the courtier. “Did you guess
¥you would find me here, or wera you seek-
Ing monsieur?' and she waved her bare left
hand toward Rallywood.

“I lost my way, nothing " returned
the baron, coming ; perhaps,

H

o ———

- w—

as in my heart, all roads lead toward—" He
bowed deeply once more, this time stooping
to kiss the girl's hand with a cert, show
of restralned cagerness,

e drew back with a little Impatlent ges-
ture.

“I should not have been here but for an
accldent,” she replied coldly. “In fact, I
was on the point of starting for hls high-
ness’ reception, had not monsieur detained
me.” And to Rallywood's amazement, she
indicated himself.

Before he could speak she polnted to his
spurred boot.

“Monsieur has set his heel on my poor
glove,” she added. "

By his hasty movement In rising he had
apparently dislodged the glove from Iits
positlon on the edge of the couch. He
stooped with a hurried word of apology and
picked it up. On the delicate palm was
stampegl the curved stain of his boot heel.

“Do you always treat a lady's glove so?”
ershe ist.slwu:l gravely, and he!d out her hand
or it.

Rallywood looked dbwn at her very de-
liberately, and something that was nelther
his will nor his reason declded his next ac-
tin. He folded the soft suede reverently
together.

“No. mademoiselle,”” he answered, as he
placed It inside his tunle, “I have never be-
fore treated a lady's glove—so. For the ac-
cldent, T offer my deepest apologies.”

Bhe watched him with ralsed evebrows
and a slight derlsive smile. Then she drew
the companion glove from her right hand,
and, giving It to the lackey, who still re-
mrained In the background, she said:

“Throw it away, It 18 useless, and tell
Nanzelle to bring me another pair.”

“Monsteur, with whom I have not yet the
pleasure of being aecquainted,” interrupted
the baron rather suddenly. “monsienr ls,
after all, the lueky man. Ile retains what
I dare not even ask for.”

“Shall T call back the servant with Its
felllow for wou?' mademoiselle paked,
haughtily. “It is nothing to me who picks
up what T have thrown away.” With this
rebuff to Rallywood, she placed her hand
upon the German's, as if to ask him to lead
her from the room, and added:

“You wish for an introduglion? Then
allow me to present you to cach ocher. 1lis
excellency the Baron wvon Elmur.”” She
paused, and her eyes dwelt for a moment
on Rallywood's. “A gentleman of the
guard.”” And before Rallywood could ex-
plain the mistake the curtain had droppel

behind them, and he was left standing
alone,
In Baron von Elmur he resognized the

oblique carriage of the head and the high-

..__:}

YOU TO EACH OTHER.

shouldered figura of the third man he had
3een with the newepaper eorrespondents in
the Grand Square that afternoon. Moreover,
he knew that the German had entered the
ante room through no mistake, but with
some ohject in view. As for thas girl, who
was she and where had she come from?
She was not of Maasau, since she had in-
troduced him as belonging ‘o tha guard,
for not only was every officar of that
favored corps individually known, hat it
was further impossible for a Massaun to
mako the slightest mistake with regard to
any uniform. It was ons of :he boasts of
the country that even a child could tell at
1 glance not only the special regzivnent, but
the rank of the wearer of any uniform be-
longing to the duchy.

Rallywood had no time just then to pur-
sus the subject further, as he was almost
Immediately recalled to the chancollor's
resence,

“Now, monsieur,” hegan Selpdort, 5
though no break had churrefl inpthe CO?I—
versation, “you are In truth tired of keep-
lngT?iur dheurg marches; 1s It not sn?"

““There are better places—g
excellency.'” B Bk Worm, ot

“Our gay lttle capital will be one of the
better places, [ promise you,"” continued the
chancellor, A position In the guard of his
highness has just become vacant, Am I
rightﬂ:n bali!evlna' that a nomination to that
supe regiment would tem g -
m;l:nwlth us?" PTG 103

ywood for once was
. a little taken

A gentleman of the guard. repaat-
ed the girl's words of ﬂ'ﬁ?-oducuo};emechm-
leally; then, putting aside the thought of
her, he took up the practical view of the
sltuation and answered: “T am an English-
man, your excellency, and though I have
taken the soldier's oath to the Maasaun
standard, I have not taken the oath of na-
tionality. I could not ecnsent to become a
;?.tura.‘lli‘ﬁed citizen even of the duchy of

‘‘Ah, 507" Beipdorf stroked his
dispatchi the objectlon with amé&v:hm

his hand, he resumed: “We must overl
that in your case. You have already ::rg‘;g
zeal as the trucst Maasaun amon t
must remember that and overloo .“m
Seems.”
Ha turned to a memorandum on the table
“You were engaged In the affair at Xan-
thal, 1 see?" :
your excellency,” ra-
plied Rallywood in & tone that !m:;?l’ed ‘his
efs of usefulness had become impaired
y
pdorf movod his shoulders. Here was
a man throwing difficulties In the way of
possibly be so indifferent to his own lnt%gf
ests as he chose to assume.
wéltlghnn alr of candor, ‘‘the younger officers
o e .
latest fashion in mneckties ost
ch dancer at the Folis absorbs their

the duke for five years with as sincers a
back which is far less important than {t
and consulted it.
“Three vears ago,
pse of time,
his own advancement. Yet he could
“To bd plain with
guiard have little tsxpo;ll_ﬁngL ghe
atm to the of more import-

ent matters. There s, as you
know, a n of
T & i i o French Boot

aaliyeed Bad o0

——
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distinet reputation. They were said to be
a pleasant set of fellows soclally, unless
one ran foul of thelr prejudices, but they
weare credited with a good many prejudices,
As for his personal sequaintance with them,
it was limited to acting second in a hastily
arra duel fought out in the yard be-
hind a little country rallway station.

“I should like to see & somewhat differ-
ent spirit introduced and to be assured that
1 could always rely on the presence of at
least one cool-headed officer at the palace.
Your experience on the frontier has emi-
nently fitted you for the position. To you,
therefore, will be allotted the guarters re-
served in the palace itself for the adjutant
of the guarl. May I:?ha\'a the pleasure of
saluti U as such?”

Rnlﬂ"woygﬂ hesitated. He foresaw certaln
difficulties, but they appeared rather at-
trective than otherwise at th: moment. He
threw back his shoulders, a light of laugh-
ter came Into his eyes, he rais:d his bead
and looked into Seipdorls faco.

I thank your excellency.”

The chanc:llor understood more than met
the ear. He approached the subjsct Adell-
cately.

“Then you will allow me to congratulate
you, Capt. Rallywood,” he =aid, hending
forward to shake hands with his visltor in
Engllsh fashion. *“There may posalbly be
some trifling difficulti:e at the osutse'. The
first step in any undsrtaking usually costs
something, but you will not, I heg, permit
yvourself to he drawn into, ahom, any shal-
low quarrels. Our friends of the guard, yon
wlil understand, are a little too prone to
pick up even a carel:sa word on the sword
polint."

M. Selpdorf paused and reforred
more to the memorandum.

“There has been some small hiteh about
the pay on the frontisr of late?" he asked,
innocantly,

““A serious hitch for the last eightean
months or so, your excellency,” replied
Rallywood, with a smile that i1l not reach
his ayes,

“Indeed? That must bs rem-died.
paymaster general shall have
your affair immediately, Capt.
Good night

Rallywood stepped out into
frozen night, and also out of his old e
into the naw. Ahove him the atars, writ-
ten in thalr vast, vague characters upon the
night-blue vauit of sky, shone with a keen
luster: below his feet, with scarce a hreak
In the graat circle, it s2emed as if they
drew tog:ther in denser clusters and st
themseives In luminous tiers., Thesa latter
were the lights of the city. For the sotel
du Chancelier stands high upon one of the
twin ridges which form th: ravine of the
tiver, and upon whoss converging slopes
Revonde Is bullt.  Rallywood stood and
looked down upon the dip and rise of ths
terraced city with a new interest, for now
it held a futura for bhim individually, a
future which must bs stirring, and might
he something mors,

The eyes cf the girl whose glove he had
trodden upon still “hallenged him from the
starlit darkness, eves mad» of starlit dark-
ness themselvea. He followed the broad
black line of th2 river between Its sweaping
curves of lamps, broad:ning out seaward
Into hazy dimness. Then as a great Lell
across the water hoomed out the hour he
turned his gaze to the east, in the diraction
of the sound, to whers th» hroken bright-
ness of the crowding streets gave place to
a majestic aligement of light and shadow,
showing the position of the ducal palace
upon the river bank. Behind and above it
shone a binod-r2d gleam like an angry eve:
this Rallywood knew to be the great stained
dome of tha historic mess room of the
guard.

Then the late leutenant of the frontiar
cavalry laughed aloud in the dark, his
blood inglad in his veins, for the priceless
element of & vague, unknown danger and
excitament had entered into his life,

(To be continued.)
—-

INDIAN PANTHER HUNTING.

once

Tke
A note upan
Rally waod.

tha windy,

A Difficnlt and Unproductive Sport
and the M&hods of Pursuing It.
From the Fleld.

Of all forms of sport in India, sitting up
at night over a balt for panthers is about
the most utter!ly wearisome and most un-
productive, and yet at stations near to
which panthers are to he found nearly
every sportsman has tried It more or less
often—generally without ever having seen,
much less bagged, a panther. Still, after
repeated failures, 1t I8 very hard to resist
the temptation of trying once agaln when
some village shikarl comes In and reports
that a panther comes to his village wv ery
night, and has killed a large number of
the villagers’ cows or goats. The method
adupted in this form of Sport is very sim-
ple. The sportsman slis up in a tree, on
a4 native bedstead generally, whila under-
neath the tree is tethered a kid, which is
supposed to biear loudly, and so attract
any panther which mayv be in the neigh-
borhood within close range of the sporis-
man above him. Of course, a moon!ight
night should be chosen: for this is not a
slne qua non, as a lantern with the gluss
covered with white tissue paper, hung In a
lrea over the kid, makes a very falr sub-
stitute for a moon, especlaily if the ground
around the kid is covered with chaft
(which Is procurable at every village), as
t‘hls makes the panther mueh more casily
seen than if only the dark ground were be-,
neath him. One reason for the Non-success
of this form of sport is simply that the
panther on this particular night does not
g0 his rounds In that Jungle, or else he
comes so late that the sporisman, tired
of sitting up for several hours, has gone
home, or, what is very commonly the case,
when both sportsman and kid have gone 1o
=leep at their posts. Not uncommonly when
the panther does at last come with a rush
!Ike a rallway engine, the sportsman is so
taken by surprise that he slarts up on his
machan, which creaks loudly (and all na-
tive bedsteads do creak), and, of course
scares the panther. ;
placed upon the bedstead an
with branches, so as to m
it Is possible to

d hung around
i tnd ake i1 invisible,
= O 1ouUrs w )
comfort, and when the pamh[é:‘ f-llzi:
the goat, to lean quietly forward and
take the shot. This pPrevents all creakin
and molse, and Is far more comfortable rhuﬁ
lying flat on one's side or stomach for o
léngth of time. The kid generally bleats
lcudly for half or three-quariers of m.l
hcur, and then lies down and goes 1o slpen:
after which nothing on earth wijl 'I'!l-i'.k.t‘ 1;11m
bleat. This is the greatest difficulty the
sportsman hes to contend with, for unless
l}:l‘aﬁ:‘ibtem&h” r;my just as well go home
a . as there is n 0 attrae "
e othing to attract the

There are several ways of keepin, i
awake and lively—all more ur! Ieﬁst}:::ﬂ:‘cf:i
and all equally useless. The only uﬂ":crjva_;
n.ethod is to have two kids, one to be tied
up under the machan, the other to be laft
with two reliable men at some place a few
hundred yards away in the direction from
which the panther is least likely to come.
If only one man is left in charge, he will
be afrald to remain if there is g panther
about; and if he does not run away he wiil
probably fall asleep. When kid number one
stope bleating, the men with number two
should be quietly whistled up and the kids
changed; and when the fresh kid also goes
to sleep, the original one should be again
tied up. By this means a sportsman can
have a kid bleating under his tree from
sunset to sunrise, if he has patience 1o wait
so long—which, I must confess, 1 never
had. I must have sat up over kids EO0Mme
twenty or twenty-five times before 1 even
saw & panther, but my perseverance was re-
warded at last, and then only after I began
to try the plan of having two kids, a plan
which answered exceedingly well. A large
panther had been doing a lot of mischief
for some months at a village some twenty
miles from cantonments, and the local shi-
kari persuaded me to go and try for him.
So, having sent my camp and two kids on
ahead, I started late, and reached the vil-
lage about 5 pom. I had a machan rigged
up not far from the wvillage, and between
i* and a rather extensive jungle from which
the panther generally came.

I got Into my machan at dusk, and had to
change the kids only once before I heard
the panther grunting in the jungle about a
quarter of & mile away. For half an hour
longer I heard nothing of him, and I began
to think he had passed on. But all of a
sudden he came with a tremendous rush
from behind me, and lay down beside the
kid. T must have moved tooquickly, for the
bedstea.d'at was before I used a camp chair)
creaked, and the ther at once bolted.
He went abou yards and lay down,
watching the kid. After some ten minutes
he began to crawl very slowly toward my
tres, and when he was about twenty yards
off he again rushed at the kid, caught it
by the neck and tried to make off with it
E::mtawhich!hekidwuﬂedh;ﬂmt

n sufficlently hammered into the ground,
and it came out when the panther snatched

away the kid. It was large and heavy, and
made such a nolse as It bumped nst
the hard ground that the panther was star-

kid and went off. After

wa, the kid for nearly a quarter of an
hour. He then began to crawl toward it,
step by step. I was afraid to let him come

When I fired he gave a loud wough, wough,
and made off at full speed before 1 could
get 4 second shot. I could not find any
blood that night; next morning I found a
few drops, but could see nothing of the pan-
ther, so gave him up as lost.

Next day I beal the jungle In the nelgh-
borhood for spotted deer without success,
and when I had finlshed the last beat |
=ent a man to look at a porcuplne hole olose
by, to see if there were any signs of & pan-
ther having entered it. He reported that
he had seen a panther at the mouth of the
hole, and that it had growled at him and
gohe Into the burrow. On golng to look @t
the place myself, I found fresh panther
footprints and a good dea! of blood, so It
was evident that my friend of the night be-
fore was there. 1 collected the beaters and
placed them out of harm’'s way, and pro-
ceeded to fasten a firework to the end of a
long bamboo, with a view to bolting the
R:nther from the burrow. I fancy he must

ve heard us walking about over his head,
for, with a loud roar, he suddenly charged
out of the hole and made stralght for &
man who had lagged behind without my
knowt it. He got up on his hind legs,

laced his paws on the man's chest and

ck, and tried to bite his face. As It ha
pened, the bullet I fired at him the night
before had broken the beast's right fore-
leg half way up, so that when he selged the
man the broken leg gave way and man and
panther fell to the ground, one on top of the
other. The panther immedlately left the
man and bolted Into =ome thick jungle.
went to the other end of this jungle, and
had him drilven out by stones thrown from
the hiliside above. He came within thirty
yards of me and stood there looking at the
beaters, and 1 killed him on the spot with
a bullet through the shoulders. Except for
a small scratch the man was quite unhurt.
The panther was a male and measured
seven feet three and one-half lnches

e —

ART AND ARTISTS.

The director of fina arts for the Tnited
States commission at the Parls exposition,
Mr. John B. Cauldwell, has announced that
the clmalse, or line-space, which has been
assigned to the fine art sectlon of this
country amounts to about 3 running feet
far ofl paintings, water colors, pastels, 11lus-
trations, architectural drawing=, cngravings
and the llke, taken all together. This ia
less than was allowed to the United States
at the expositlon of 1880, hut the same 18
true of the fine art sections allotted to all
the countries, the {dea being Lo sccure a

izgh quallty In the exhibit rather than a
great amount. The work of solecting ma-
terial to fill this limited =pace will bo In-
trusted to two juries In this country. one
meeting in New York clty and the other in
Chicago. Eastern and western men will ba
repreaented cach, and to some extent
the same persons will serve on both. A
Jury will also be created In Parla. The
space for sculpture has not vet besn ar-
ranged. There will be two Jjurics to judge
this work, one in the Unlted States and the
other in Paris.

*

L
A portralt of Miss Cassinl, the nlece of
the Russian ambassador, 18 just receiving
the final touches from the brush of Prince
Troubetzkoy. It is a full-length portrait,
and is said to be an excellent likencss in all
respects,
-

* =
Frane J. 8chwartz, the china dccorator,

wlill sail for Europe In about a month's
time. He will spend most of the summer
in Vienna, returning to Washingion after
a visit of some three months. Mr. Schwarz
has bean dolng a large amount of very
attractlve china work during the spring, all
of which is of merit, and some of a quite
high order of excellence, While abroad Mr.
Schwartz will make a careful study of the
latest meihods In the ceramic art on the
continent, from both its artistic and me-
chanleal sides, and will doubtless return to
this city with many new ideas and an in-
creased equipment for work.

-

* %

Daniel C. French, the sculptor of *The
Minute Man,"”” “Death and the Sculptor.”™
and other notabl* works, has heen elected
a member of the famous Accademin dl Sun
Luca of Rome. Mr. French iz the first
American to have this distinetion conferred
upon him.

*
* %

A centenary celebration in memory of
Velaaquez took placs the 1st of this month
in Madrid, Inciuding the unvelllng of a
statue of the great palnter, and the In-

auguration of a Velasquesz saction in the
National QGallery. Some of the artist's
finest works are retalned in Spain, among
them th: great historlc piecs, ““The Bur-
render of Breda.”

"

*® %

Portralt work 1s, as usual, occupying the
attention of Mr. F. J. Fisher this summer,
and he has just finished a number of ex-
cellent canvases, One of the most import-
ant of his recent works i3 a largs oll por-
trait of Mrs. John W. (arroll of Lynch-
burg, Va. Mr. Fisher has also just finished
pastels of Mra. Craddock, Mr. Blgby and
Mr. Christian, all of Lynchburg, while he is
about to begin portralte of the father and
mother of Mrs. Willlam Banlgan of Provi-

denca, R. L. Of no leas interest is the work
upon which Mrs, Fisher Is engag-d. She is
now doing a small oil portrait of her

mother, Mra. W, M. Brewer, into which she
has succeeded In  putting a remarkable
amount of expression and lif-. A study in
still life which Mrs. Fisher has lately fin-
ished s also a m:ritorfous work. In it she
has caught with great truth the difficult
tones of & bunch of Earl of Dufferin roses,
*

*

A bronze bust of E'iz:.r Allen Poe will be
unveiled at the University of Virginia next
fall, where the author was once a student.
Poe died on October 7, fifty years ago, and

exercises will rake place next autumn in
bis moemory.
-
At a recent sale in London “The Holy

Family.” by Rubens, fetched over $40,000,
while "“The Converslon of 8Baul” and “The
Woman Taken In Adultery,” by the same
painter, brougkt about $10,00) each. Thae
Athenaeum recalls the fact that fifteen
years ago the prices quoted for these three
pictures werce respectively $25000. $17,000
and $8,000, and manifests surprise that in
this day anybody can be found to give such
sums for pictures which are not  auto-
graphic,

* %

The best work of Mr. W. H. Machen lles
in the direction of his studies of game,
wheroe long practice and close olservation
have made it possibie for him 1o portray
with good results the animals and birds
which ere known to most people only after
they are killed. Mr. Machen has & canvas
In his studlo now showing a couvey of par-
tridges in their haunt on the edge of the
ferest. These birds are painted in a life-
like way that shows care and knowledge
of detall. Behind them la an immense fal-
len tree, while still further back the au-
tumn colors In the woods, and a glimpse
of a river on onc side, contribute towanrd
the naturalness of the scene. Another
game pleture just completed is that of a
couple of wild ducks in which the wonder-
ful greens, reds and browns of these binds
n‘ake a striking plece of color. The ar-
tist has also been at work lately upon a
pasture view wherc & group of cows and
sheep are grazing on the hills, behind which
& bit of woods and river are seen, while a
study in oll of the Potomac river below the
Great Falls reveals some of the pletur-
esque feafures of that most picturesque
waterway In that vicinity.

A portralt of Miss Marion Gallaudet, the
daughter of President Gallaudet of the
Columbia. Institution for the Deaf and
Dumb, has been undertaken by Henry
Floyd, which shows great promise. The
figure stands at full length, and both in
composition and exocution the portrait pos-
sogses many admirable qualities.

P, —
Alas, Poor Yorick.
From Stray Storles.

“What's the matter? asked the stage
manager, who noticed that something was
going wrong toward the end of “Hamlet.”

“It's the first grave digger.” sald Hora-
tio. “He says unless you give him the price
of a good meal at once he's going to eat
the loaf of bread they're using for Yorick's
skull.™

And Then He Went.
From the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle.

He—"Do you take an Interest In my wel-
fare?”

She—“No, only in your farewell”



